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Create a ‘Talking Tree’ sign! 

 
Introduction  

I wonder what trees would say to us if they 

could communicate with us?  

 

They might want to tell us of all of the 

wonderful things they do to keep our 

planet healthy- such as releasing oxygen 

and helping to provide a solution for global 

warming by storing carbon from the 

atmosphere. They may also want to tell us 

that they’re worried about the plight of our 

rainforests which are being cut down at an 

alarming rate (see below).  
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We at Size of Wales really care about protecting trees, and especially rainforest 

trees. That is why we need your help to give trees a voice so that they can tell 

the people of Wales about all of the amazing things that trees do- so we’d like 

you to create a talking tree sign. 

 

Before you start… 
Firstly, you’ll need to think about what your tree might want to say, so begin by 

making a note of some of the amazing things that rainforest trees contribute to our 

world. Here are some suggestions (but why not get wordy and create your own!) 

 

• Rainforest trees release 20% of our planet’s oxygen! 

• Trees store carbon from the atmosphere which helps to prevent global  

warming & climate change! 

• Half of the world’s rainforests have been destroyed already! 

• A rugby pitch sized area of rainforest can contain up to 200 different  

species of tree!  
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• The Congo Basin Rainforest is the only place that is home to all three 

species  

of great ape! 

• Around 50 million people call the rainforest home! 

• Rainforests are home to 80% of the world’s species of plants, animals  

and insects! 

• The Amazon rainforest is home to over 40,000 different plant species! 

Forest 

dwelling people continue to use these for daily needs such as medicine. 

• The Amazon Rainforest is home to approximately 2.5 million different 

insect  

species! 

• Every two seconds we lose an area of rainforest the size of a rugby 

pitch! 
 

All you will need is one big punchy statement (I used ‘Protect Rainforests’) plus two 

or three short factual statements to grab the reader’s attention (don’t worry about 

big long sentences!) 

Having made some notes, which points do you think are the most important to tell 

people about and why?  

Perhaps discuss this with a grown up before moving on to making your talking tree 

sign. 

 

How to make your Talking Tree Sign  
Step 1 
First of all you’ll need a piece of cardboard from 

an old box- this can be as big as you like! 
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Step 2 
It’s now time to give your tree a voice! Using a 

pencil on your piece of cardboard write your 

headline in big letters and surround it with some 

of your amazing tree facts down.  Remember that 

our trees are trying to tell the world: 

• How useful rainforests are to our planet 

• How useful rainforests are to people 

plants and insects 

• How our rainforests are being destroyed and why we must protect 

them 

  

Step 3 
When you’re happy you can begin to 

add colour and pictures of rainforest 

animals and insects- the choice is yours! 

There are lots of pictures and 

information on rainforest creatures 

here to help you. 
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Nearly finished! 

 

Step 4 
Now to create our woody fingers and thumbs. You’ll need 8 finger size sticks and 

two slightly longer ones for the thumbs. Make sure that the sticks you use are 

not chopped from a living tree! There are always twigs and sticks lying around 

underneath trees on the ground.  

These can be attached to your board with sticky tape, glue, or by carefully splitting 

the ends of them and sliding them in place (get an adult to do this bit).  
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Step 5 
Almost there! All we need to do now is create two eyes using a black pen and two 

bits of white card. Stick these onto the back of your board so that it looks like the 

tree is peeping over. The final job is to make two holes for some string to go 

through. This is done by placing sticky tape on both sides of the board (this stops 

the hole ripping!) and then carefully piercing through your board with a knitting 

needle or something similar (get an adult to do this bit).  

 

Please don’t use drawing pins or nails to fix your sign as these can damage trees 

and introduce disease! 

 

Well done! Your tree sign is now ready to go!!! 

Pick a nice dry day on which to put up your talking tree sign, and try to place it 

somewhere where it will be seen by as many people as possible. You could put it: 

Fingers slightly overlap the edge of the 
board 

 

 

Back of the board showing the thumb 
stick taped in place 
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• on a tree in your garden 

• on a street tree outside of your house 

• on a tree in your local park  

If you’re putting your talking tree sign in a public place, make sure that it’s only 

there for a few hours and don’t leave it there overnight. You could perhaps put it up 

on a different tree each day- or even make a few more with different messages! 

Making a talking tree sign is great fun and they really help people to understand 

how special our rainforest trees are.  

We at Size of Wales  would love to see photographs of your talking tree signs when 

you’ve finished your poster ask your parents or your school to share them on 

Twitter, Facebook or Instagram using the hashtag #TalkingTrees – and 

remember to tag @sizeofwales so that we can share your work and inspire even 

more talking trees!  
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