Get creative for forests!

The Wampís
The Wampís live in the rainforest of Northern Peru. They
are experts at living and working in the forest and have a
great respect for it.
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They believe all living things have guardians who live in sacred parts of the
forest. If they act respectfully, the guardians will reward them with crops that
grow and animals to hunt and eat.
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“The main objective of the Wampís Nation is to defend nature which is the source
of life for humanity. This territory that we are standing on right now, is part of the
earth’s planet, where all human beings live. So, we have to look after it. That is
what the Wampís nation does.” Wrays Perez
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Wrays Perez is the pamuk of the Wampís. This means president of the
autonomous government. You can find out more about the Wampís in this
film https://youtu.be/oGuyxgCzAWQ

Time to be still and imagine...
‘Close your eyes and take a deep, calming breath. Imagine you are in a lush,
green forest. A gentle breeze rustles the canopy overhead, dappling the
forest floor with a filigree of light. Sunshine glints on iridescent butterfly
wings and the bright green beetles that rove clumsily over broken twigs and
fallen leaves.
A symphony of birdsong floats on the air and echoes in the depths of the
forest. Underfoot, soft, springy moss cushions your steps and invites you to
lie down in the shade of a leafy bower. It is here that you daydream and
contemplate this precious gift that nature has provided.’

Now, take some time to think about the
following...
What do tropical forests do?
What essential things do tropical forests give us?
Who or what lives in a tropical forest? What dangers do they face?
Why is it important to protect our tropical forests?
What can we do as individuals, groups, communities and countries to help
protect these precious habitats and the future of our shared planet?
Using the above prompts, think about how you could encourage others to
protect tropical forests. Would you write a story or a poem? Paint a picture or
make a comic book? Write a letter to your local councillor or MS (Member of
the Senedd)?

Enter the Magic Forest
The sun has just risen over the Magic Forest - describe what you see.
It's very quiet in the forest today - which sounds would you fill it with.
It has just started raining, what does the forest smell like?
You're now walking through the forest - how does the forest floor feel under
your feet? What do you pass by? Do you meet any people or animals on your
journey?
Fruit grows in the forest - can you describe the smell, colour and taste?
How does it make you feel to be in the Magic Forest?

Write a poem
Thinking about all the things you sensed in the Magic Forest - that is, everything you could see,
hear, smell, feel and taste - write a poem about your experience using the following guide.
To start with, make a list of your adjectives e.g. leafy, green, shimmering, peaceful etc.
Then make a list of your adverbs e.g. the light shone brightly, the rain fell gently etc.
Now you can start to craft your poem! For this exercise, we will write a tanka, which is 31
syllables (sounds) and 5 lines. Remember, tanka do not have to rhyme!

Line 1 - 5 syllables
Line 2 - 7 syllables
Line 3 - 5 syllables
Line 4 - 7 syllables
Line 5 - 7 syllables

The rain fell gently
Birdsong and shimmering light
I danced in the shade
Feeling the moss underfoot
Inhaling the clear, sweet air

reate a comic book
Step 1. Create your concept

How do you
do00?

Firstly, think of an idea for your forest tale. This could range from a chance encounter with an animal – perhaps
one that can communicate with you – to an Amazonian tribe defending their lands from an illegal logging
company. The premise is completely up to you – just use your imagination!
To get started, think about the following points:
Does your story have a message? Many fables and stories contain
a valuable lesson. Will your story have one?
Characters – who will feature in your story?
Does your story have a hero (or heroes)? Are they forest dwellers
defending their home or Welsh schoolchildren taking on the
supermarkets that use unsustainable palm oil? There are plenty of
real-life activists to inspire you.
Who is the villain? Is it a giant, unsustainable palm oil corporation?
An illegal mining company? A super villain exploiting the forest for
his or her own ends?

Or, does the villain of the piece see the error of their ways
and become the unlikely hero? For example, a politician who
wants to cut down the forest to build a dam, until a valuable
lesson makes them realise the importance of tropical
forests and protecting the indigenous communities that live
there.
Is there conflict in the story, e.g. that same politician
wrestling with their conscience? How is this conflict
resolved?

Step 2. Storyboard your idea
Once you have formulated your idea, sketch it out into a graphic novel or comic book format.
Or, if you prefer, simply add illustrations to your written text.

